
 ESPS: Year 3 Spelling Overview 2023 

Term: Wk1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 Wk5 Wk6 Wk7 

Autumn 1   
 

Spelling assessment 

Step 1 
Words where the 

digraph ‘ou’ makes an 
/ow/ sound 

 
+ statutory spellings: 
   Possess, answer 

Step 2 
Words where the 

digraph ‘ou’ makes a 
/u/ sound 

 
+ statutory spellings: 
      Consider, decide 

Step 3 
Words where ‘y’ 

makes an /i/ sound 
 
+ statutory spellings: 

Imagine, notice 
 

Step 4 
Words ending ‘sure’ 

 
 

+ statutory spellings: 
Question, suppose 

 

Step 5 
Words ending in 
‘ture’ 
+ statutory 
spellings: 
Though, through 

Autumn 2 Step 6 
Challenge words 

 
 
+ statutory spellings: 
     believe, describe 

 

Step 7 
Words with the prefix 

‘re’ 
 

+ statutory spellings: 
Remember, thought 

Step 8 
Words with the prefix 

‘dis’ 

 
+ statutory spellings: 

  Experiment, circle 

Step 9 
Words with the prefix 

‘mis’ 

 
+ statutory spellings: 

actual, learn 

Step 10 
Words where ‘ing’, 
‘er’, ‘ed’ are added 

 
+ statutory spellings: 

heard, build 

Step 11 
Words where ‘ing’, 
‘en’, ‘ed’ are added 

 
+ statutory spellings: 

eight, caught 

Step 12 
Challenge words 
 
+ statutory 
spellings: 
Busy, fruit  

Spring 1 Step 13 

Words with the 
digraph ‘ai’ 

 
 
+ statutory spellings: 
   Strange, breath 

Step 14 
Words with the digraph 

‘ei’ and ‘eigh’ 
 
 

+ statutory spellings: 
address, business 

    

Step 15 
Words with the 

digraph ‘ey’ makes an 
‘ai’ sound 

 
+ statutory spellings: 

   often, enough 

Step 16 
Words with the suffix 

‘ly’ 
 
 

+ statutory spellings: 
complete, extreme    

Step 17 
Words that are 
homophones 

 
 

+ statutory spellings: 
   forward, group 

  

Spring 2 Step 18 
Challenge words 

 
 

+ statutory spellings: 
arrive, women 

Step 19 
Words ending in ‘al’ 

 
 

+ statutory spellings: 
height, appear   

Step 20 
Words ending in ‘le’ 

 
 

+ statutory spellings: 
early, minute 

Step 21 
Words ending in ‘ly’ 

where the base words 
ends in ‘le’ 

 
+ statutory spellings: 

library, neighbour 

Step 22 
Words ending in ‘ly’ 
where base words 

ends in ‘ic’ 
 

+ statutory spellings: 
continue, heart 

Step 23 
Words ending ‘ly’ 

exceptions 
 
 

+ statutory spellings: 
Special, eight   

 

Summer 1 Step 24 
Challenge words 

 
 

+ statutory spellings 
Calendar, caught 

Step 25 
Words with the suffix er 

 
 

+ statutory spellings  
Difficult, disappear 

Step 26 
Words where ‘ch’ 
makes /k/ sound 

 
+ statutory spellings 
accidentally, breathe 

Step 27 
Words ending ‘gue, 

que’ 
 
+ statutory spellings 

believe, describe 

Step 28 
Words where ‘sc’ 
makes a /s/ sound 

 
+ statutory spellings 

minute, natural  

Step 29 
Homophones 

 
 

+ statutory spellings 
favourite, famous 

 

Summer 2 Step 30 
Challenge words 

+ Statutory spellings 
revision 

Step 31 
Words ending in ‘sion’ 

 
+ statutory spellings  

revision 

Step 32 
Challenge words 

 
+ Statutory spellings 

revision 

Step 33 
Revision words 

 
+ Statutory spellings 

revision 

Step 34 
Revision words 

 
+ statutory spellings 

revision 

Step 35 
Revision words 

 
+ statutory spellings 

revision 

Step 36 
Revision words 

 
 
 

 


